
 

County  
 
September is Emergency Preparedness Month . Learn how your family and house of worship can get prepared. Sign up to receive 
emergency alerts for your home and your place of worship. Create a plan for your family or your house of worship.  
 

Are you interested in volunteering, but not sure where? Come meet various representatives from local organizations at the Venture 
Into Volunteering Fair (for adults over 50) on Thursday, September 13, 2018 at the United Baptist Church, 7100 Columbia Pike, 
Annandale, 10 a.m. – Noon. No RSVP needed. Free prizes and refreshments. Questions? VolunteerSolutions@FairfaxCounty.gov  

 

Fairfax County Domestic Violence Network Meeting: September 18, 2018, 10:00am-12:00pm, Fairfax County Government Center, 
Conference Room 120-C (on the lower level, entrance is in the cafeteria).   Fairfax County Domestic Violence Community Annual 
Meeting: September 27, 2018, 8:00am-12:00pm, Fairfax County Government Center. Registration for September’s Tier One 
Training is now open! Registration is required, click here for more information and click here to register. 

 

The Department of Family Services Children Youth and Families Father Engagement Unit is accepting referrals for their next Dads 
Parenting Group in Falls Church.  The sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings (6:00 pm – 8:30 pm) September 12 - December 
12 at the Westlawn Elementary School.  Fathers will improve their fathering skills as they learn about themselves and the important 
roles they play with their children and in their family.  Fathers can register by clicking HERE to complete our secure referral 
form.  For more information click HERE.   

 

Faith Communities in Action Networking Meeting:  Public Safety Resources.  Join us September 25th 1-3pm at the Public Safety 
Headquarters Building.  Please RSVP.  

Schools  
 

The fifth annual FCPS Mental Health and Wellness Conference will be held on Saturday, September 29, 2018, at Fairfax High School 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Dr. Scott Brabrand, FCPS Superintendent, will open the conference.  Dr. Amy Przeworski, Associate 
Professor in the Department of Psychological Sciences at Case Western University, will be the keynote speaker.  Participants in 
this conference will be able to choose from a wide variety of options for each of three breakout sessions, and there will be many 
resource tables available representing public and private agencies providing services within our schools and community.  For more 
information please visit here.  

Community 
 

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention is having a Fairfax Community Walk on September 29th. To learn more about this 
event click here.   
 
Day to Serve is a unique annual initiative that transcends politics and religious differences. It unites people of all faiths, races, 
cultures, and backgrounds with the shared goal of helping those in need and improving the communities where we live. Events are 
planned from September 11th -October 10th.  To find an event near you, or to sponsor your own event, visit Day to Serve.   
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National Weekend of Prayer for Faith, Hope, and Life  Sept. 7-9, 2018  The National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention’s 
(NAASP) "National Weekend of Prayer for Faith, Hope, & Life" is an annual event centered around World Suicide Prevention Day, which 
is on Monday, Sept. 10. On the weekend leading up to this global event, faith communities all around the country are encouraged to join 
in prayer for those who have been touched by suicide, those who are dealing with mental health concerns and feelings of hopelessness, 
and for the people who love and care for them. Here are a few ways you can prepare and/or participate:  Watch NAASP's promotional 
video, Send this webinar to your faith leader ,Learn more about Faith.Hope & Life campaign, and share your participation, using #PrayFHL 
and #BeThere on social media. 
 
A member of the Northern VA Advocates Team of NETWORK (the Nuns on the Bus) are hosting a panel discussion, with Sr Simone 
Campbell moderating, on Saturday, September 15 from 10:00-11:30 at St Ann's Episcopal Church in Reston on the subject of Hidden 
Poverty in Fairfax County. This is a non-denominational apolitical event to raise awareness and hopefully engage folks in becoming 
involved.  

Walk the Talk:  How to Reduce Waste in your Congregation.   Learn from Rev. Stephanie Allen, founder of Zero Waste Church, about her 
experience leading a congregation in Raleigh, NC to reduce their waste footprint. Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions is sponsoring this 
event is designed to teach and encourage congregations to reduce their footprint. Sunday, September 23 from 3 to 5 pm at Peace 
Lutheran Church, 6362 Lincolnia Alexandria, VA 22312. Register now! 

Climate Crisis Forum.  Join in a discussion facilitated by Rev. Dr. Jean Wright of the moral and religious imperative to act on climate 
change with candidates for the US Senate in Virginia, the US House of Representatives in Northern Virginia, and Fairfax county 
supervisors.   This is a non-partisan, faith-based discussion about policies to arrest climate change.  Tuesday, September 18 from 7 to 9 pm 
in the Madison High School Auditorium, 2500 James Madison Dr, Vienna, VA 22181.  Sponsored by the Faith Alliance for Climate 
Solutions. Register now! 

Plastic Free Fairfax.  October 1 is the launch of a campaign to reduce plastic waste in our personal lives, our congregations and our 
community.   FACS  is co-sponsoring Plastic Free Forum September 22nd 10 AM – 12 PM at Great Falls Library.  

Bag It Movie Screening, an award winning film, gives an often humorous overview of the plastics challenges – from oceans to landfill, from 
streets to trees to wildlife, to health and more, you will leave knowing why its important to reduce plastic use and how to do it. 
September 28th 7:30 PM,  Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax. Register now! 

Community Bulletin Board 
The following public announcements are for interfaith meetings and activities sponsored by organizations within the community and 
are not specifically endorsed or sponsored by Fairfax County. These announcements are provided as a public service in the interest of 

expanding interfaith dialogue and goodwill. If you have an announcement you would like to share, please contact 
ncs.interfaith@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Clergy and Leadership Council 

September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, a time to bring to awareness this important and sensitive issue.  According to 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness [nami.org], roughly 41,000 people die by suicide each year.  All too often a temporary set-back or 
condition leads people to take a permanent solution.  Faith communities often serve as the first line of defense not only with spiritual 
matters, but emotional and psychological issues as well. Many local resources are available to augment those of the faith community itself.  
Life is sometimes very difficult, and a faith community can provide the support that makes all the difference in the world.  The Clergy and 
Leadership Council encourages everyone to learn more about suicide prevention. For more information, go to fairfaxcounty.gov and enter 
“suicide” in the search field. Together, we can help each other find our way to a brighter day.                                          - Rev. Russell Heiland 
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Faith Communities in Action is supported by the  

Fairfax County Department of Neighborhood and Community Services 

https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=9cd61aa82b7dd4a6145defdda518bc2d21a694281c623ca976b4f005b86665845703e360cbb0301eb14e8bca2ab6556329a4ee4474242fd5
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=9cd61aa82b7dd4a6145defdda518bc2d21a694281c623ca976b4f005b86665845703e360cbb0301eb14e8bca2ab6556329a4ee4474242fd5
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=9cd61aa82b7dd4a6bb3b9f16b096353fa360b8a0e8727c6bedfbb241902c6e86db3afd728a2bc386444cc19d3260b8739b9dc03e9246b0d5
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=9cd61aa82b7dd4a6c56307f7e71ba57ed84907056107d9635cd795d82cb06cefe3f59c622edebeaaad2afae0a1b9d62c19234cb5ba97dfbb
https://actionnetwork.org/events/walk-the-talk-how-to-reduce-waste-in-your-congregation?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/events/walk-the-talk-how-to-reduce-waste-in-your-congregation?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/events/virginia-climate-crisis-forum-solutions-to-climate-change?source=direct_link&
https://www.facebook.com/events/231377301020142/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TozqZS4PhLyMsSSxAoxrjYWCmAASytOu/view?usp=sharing
https://actionnetwork.org/events/plastic-free-forum?source=direct_link&
mailto:ncs.interfaith@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services

